and 13 C NMR spectra were recorded at 150 MHz or 100MHz. Chemical shifts were reported in parts per million (ppm), and the residual solvent peak was used as an internal reference: proton (chloroform δ 7.26, DMSO δ 2.50), carbon (chloroform δ 77.0, DMSO δ 39.5). Multiplicity was indicated as follows: s (singlet), d (doublet), t (triplet), q (quartet), m (multiplet), dd (doublet of doublet), brs (broad singlet).
Coupling constants were reported in Hertz (Hz). IR spectra were recorded using a Perkin-Elmer 1600
Series FTIR. ESI-HRMS spectrometer was measured with a Finnigan LCQ DECA ion trap mass spectrometer. Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM) was performed on a JEOL JEM-2100F electron microscope and was operated at 200 kV.
2. General procedure for the preparation of 2-bromo-N-arylacetamide [1] .
To a solution of arylamine (6 mmol) and triethylamine (911mg, 9 mmol) in dichloromethane (15 ml)
was dropped a solution of bromoacetyl bromide (1.57g, 7.8 mmol) in dichloromethane (5 ml) with icecooling, and the mixture was stirred at room temperature for 1 hour. The reaction solution was diluted with water and extracted with dichloromethane. The organic layer was washed with a saturated sodium chloride solution, dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and concentrated in vacuo. The resulting residue was recrystallized from hexane to provide 85-91% yield of 2-bromo-N-arylacetamide as white powdery crystals.
[1] M. R. Kumar, K. Park, S. Lee, Adv. Synth. Catal., 2010, 352, 3255 -3266 . 
